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FOREWARD 

To the Academic Eye: 

This work is a small representation of an academic peer-reviewed 

effort I am aspiring to complete called, “On Love and Liberty.”  This 

work, however, is necessarily smaller and written in a manner for the 

youth of this generation to understand and respect the relationship 

that exists between love and liberty.  Therefore,  academic opinion is 

welcomed; however, this work is not in an academic format, neither is 

it an academic effort but a representation of the academic effort 

written for the youth of the generation in the context that they will 

understand the message being presented.  As a first edition rough 

draft, any suggestions or clarification that might further develop this 

“punk edition” to represent the truth of scripture in a manner that is 

consistent with the original ideas and texts authored by those who 

precede us in the faith is necessary and welcomed. The academic 

effort of “On Love and Liberty” should be completed in the not so 

distant future.  In the mean time, I do hope you will take the time to 

read this short manual and apply its truth that we might all make this 

pilgrimage through life a much better journey.  

 

To the Young Reader: 

I always hated being told what to do and what not to do.  I don’t want 

this to be another one of those books.  This book was written for your 

short attention span with a huge reason “WHY” you should live your 

life in a certain way.  I’ve done my best in this intentionally brief 

manual to write this book in a manner that don’t have a lot of “what 

to do” but “why to do it.”  It’s also written in a common way of 

speaking – so just brace yourself.  

    -Rev. Ben Knotts (Phil.1:20) 
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I. DRAMA – BONDAGE - LIBERTY 

Drama sucks.   

   I often talk to high school students and adults, and 

it does not surprise me when they tell me that they just 

wish they had less drama in their lives.  This is why it is so 

ironic that drama is the one thing we have the most of. 

Honestly, most people have more drama in their lives than 

they would ever want. From the stock-market to 

relationships, it seems that the one thing we can count on 

in our lives is the one thing that makes it harder to live: 

drama. 

 Now I know people talk a lot of smack about the 

Bible, but if you don’t like drama, the best thing you could 

ever do is give the Bible a read.  The problem is that 

people don’t really know what the Bible teaches, and truth 

be told, there is so much drama caused by people who 
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claim they live by what the Bible teaches that they actually 

provoke people who don’t know much about the Bible to 

stay far, far away from it.  For this reason, they will say no 

to God, no to Christians, and most of all, no to the Bible. 

 Now this sucks worse than drama, because what 

Jesus and his disciples taught makes more sense for 

sorting out drama in your life than anything you will ever 

find in a guidance office, a  magazine, or in your best 

friend’s basement when you’re just trying to “buzz” the 

pain in life away. The teachings of the Bible empower you 

to do something about the drama, rather than just give 

into it.   It is obvious that trying to deal with the pain the 

drama causes is harder than to deal with the cause of the 

drama itself, but it feels like there is nothing you can really 

do, except suffer it, try to ignore it or just fight back.  Yet, 

I’ll tell you again that the Bible tells you about all this crap 

in life and how to deal with it. You do not have to be 
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bound by it any longer.   Because the Bible can teach you 

how to be free from it – for the rest of your life.  

  The teachings in this book are the basis for my 

understanding of Christianity, and these teachings were 

never meant to make your life worse or more difficult.  

They were meant to make it better. This book is on love 

and liberty. Here you will get a reality check on what they 

both are.  
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II. THE QUESTION OF BONDAGE 

“Is it God’s will for you to be in bondage to anyone or 
anything?” 

 

 This is a loaded question to say the least.  After 

reading it, you probably already have an answer for it or 

you are absolutely clueless as to what the answer to this 

question could be.  I mean, just think about it for a minute. 

Do you think God wants you to be free from oppression? 

Naturally then, you would assume that the will of God 

would be for you to not be in bondage. For argument’s 

sake though, let us assume that the answer to this 

question isn’t so easy to provide.  Lets tear this question 

down piece by piece and see what we believe or, better 

yet, what scripture would have you believe “if it is God’s 

will for you to be in bondage to anyone or anything.” 
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  For the sake of helping you understand where this 

is going, I will take some space to break down and define 

the terms. Specifically, you need to think about what 

“God’s will” and “bondage” means. So when I ask you “Is it 

God’s will for you to be in bondage to anyone or 

anything?” you will know exactly what we are talking 

about. So let us go ahead and do it now. 

What do I mean by “God’s Will?” 

 When I ask the question “Is it God’s will for you to 

be in bondage to anyone or anything,” you need to ask 

“what does he mean by God’s will?” When I ask “Is it 

God’s will for you to be in bondage,” you need to 

understand that I am specifically referring to the desire of 

God.  I cannot emphasize enough that I am not referring 

to God’s ultimate will over everything that goes on in the 

Universe.  I am also not referring to God’s permissive will 

which5 refers to what He permits to happen in the world. 
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Can I make this any more clear? 

 Well just to make sure, I will repeat the following:  

The quest on God’s will is specifically referring to what 

God would desire.  Now that I have said that, I need for 

you to understand something about the desire of God.  

You see, God’s desire might be what God wants, but it 

does not mean that it is what He will force to happen.  

The verse you’re about to read shows you that God has a 

desire that will not be completely fulfilled.    

1 Tim. 2:3  “This is good, and it is pleasing in 
the sight of God our Savior, who desires all 
people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth..” 

 

 Read that verse again and focus on the statement 

that “this is good and it is pleasing in the sight of God our 

Savior, who desires all people to be saved…”  Now do you 

honestly believe that all people on the planet will believe 

in Jesus Christ and be saved? Well the Bible teaches 
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elsewhere that many will perish because they reject 

Jesus.  This shows you that just because God desires 

something does not mean this is what He ultimately force 

to happen.  God has a permissive will that lets you make 

any bad decision you want against your neighbor, 

yourself, and even God, Himself. God might want you to 

obey His commandments, but He will permit you to be 

disobedient if you want to be.  He gives you freedom to 

choose. 

 Basically, I have said all this to try and get you to 

see that when I’m talking about God’s will in this context, 

I am referring to what God desires for you - but not 

something that He would force you to do.   

 Therefore, let’s get rid of the term “God’s will” in 

this question and replace it with “God’s desire” so that 

the question can now be asked, “Is it God’s desire for you 

to be in bondage to anyone or anything?”  Now that this 
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is accomplished we will move on to the second part of the 

question to ask “What do I mean by bondage?” 

WHAT DO I MEAN BY “BONDAGE?” 

 When we think about being in bondage, we often 

think about being chained up or locked up in prison.  

When I was in high school, I often thought detention hall, 

math class, and listening to lectures were forms of 

bondage because it felt like prison.  Yet, in spite of these 

preconceived ideas of bondage, these ideas are not very 

accurate. For this reason, we need to have a better idea of 

“bondage” to answer the question “Is it God’s desire for 

you to be in bondage to anyone or anything?”   

 A basic definition of bondage is “the state of being 

bound by or subjected to some external power or control.”  

Basically, this defines bondage as a state of being in which 

you are controlled by someone or something.   So now you 

know bondage isn’t merely being imprisoned, chained 
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down, or locked up. It is to be controlled by someone or 

something else.   In the Halo video games, Master Chief is 

in bondage to whoever holds the Xbox controller, and the 

television is in bondage to whoever holds the remote 

control.  When you are in a car, the car is in bondage to 

whatever direction you turn the steering wheel.  These 

examples give you a fair idea of what I mean when I refer 

to bondage because each example shows something being 

controlled by or led by something else.   So, by this, we can 

now reconsider the question o f “if it is God’s will for you 

to be in bondage to anyone or anything.” 

RESTATING THE QUESTION 

 When we started, I asked you “Is it God’s will for 

you to be in bondage to anyone or anything.”  We did a 

very brief exposition to ensure that we understood God’s 

will, in this context, to refer specifically to “the unforced 

desire of God” meaning what God desires for you but not 
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what He would force on you.  We then learned that 

“bondage” is not merely being presented as being 

imprisoned or held hostage; rather, “bondage” is being 

controlled by someone or something.  Because we have 

now  defined “God’s will” and “bondage,” we have a new 

perspective on the question, “Is it God’s will for you to be 

in bondage to anyone or anything?”   

 We may now ask this question as the following:  “It 

is God’s desire for you to be bound or controlled by 

someone or something?”  You’ve stuck with me, thus far.  

Thanks for your attention.  The intriguing argument is 

about to commence, so get ready for it.  The next chapter 

will seek to answer this question, and in about the time 

you could watch a far more confusing episode of LOST,  

you will have read the next chapter and learned something 

that actually helps you live your life in a better way.   

  



13 
  

III. GOD’S DESIRE, BONDAGE, AND LIBERTY 

 So I bet you hate it when people say things about 

you that are not true.  If someone said you liked 

something that you hated, you wouldn’t be very happy 

about it. And if someone told a person that you were very 

fond of that you hate them – when you don’t, I am sure 

you wouldn’t be too happy about that either.  A similar 

situation happens with the Bible. One of the basic facts 

about Christianity is that God wants mankind to live freely.  

Yet, there are some people who promote the ignorant 

idea that the Bible supports the notion of slavery.   In spite 

of what these people might say, the Bible clearly teaches 

that God desires mankind to live in freedom.  The most 

obvious chapter of the Bible that teaches this truth is John 

8.  The following two verses from that chapter illustrate 

this: 
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John 8:31-32 “So Jesus said to the Jews 
who had believed in him, “If you abide in 
my word, you are truly my disciples, and 
you will know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free.” 
 

John 8:35-36 “The slave does not remain 
the house forever; the son remains 
forever. So if the Son sets you free, you 
will be free indeed.” 
 

So the next time you hear someone mouthing off about 

how the teachings of Jesus advocate slavery or enslaves 

the minds of normal people, it would serve you well to 

point them to these verses.  Jesus declares that God has 

sent Him to the world so that people would know the 

truth and that through the truth they would be free.  It 

points to the fact that Jesus is the Son of God, and that He 

was sent from Heaven to free mankind from an enslaved 

state.  God blatantly wants you to be free.  Freedom is also 

referred to as liberty.  

 



15 
  

 So now that we know that God wants you to be 

free and that the reason He sent Jesus to the world was to 

free mankind, we can look at the question we have been 

asking in light of the fact that God wants you to live in 

freedom. When we ask the question, “Does God desire for 

you to live in bondage to anyone or anything,” we can 

know that if bondage (being controlled by someone or 

something) keeps you from freedom, then He would 

obviously not want you to be in bondage.  

  Let me say this a little clearer.  If God wants you to 

live in freedom, it seems logical to suggest that He would 

not desire you to be in bondage. However, if bondage 

could be shown to increase your freedom, you could say 

that God would – logically -  desire you to be in bondage to 

someone or something.  The main thing you would have to 

consider though is what could possibly control you that 

would give you more freedom?   
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 Let’s take a break for a minute.  How much drama 

do you put up with on a daily basis? How much time do 

you waste trying to correct lies someone spread about 

you. How much time do you waste trying to fix someone 

else’s mistakes?  When people decide to lie about you or 

not do things in the right way, someone always pays for 

their mistakes and the consequences of their mistakes 

usually affects you directly. 

   When I went to high school, we were allowed to 

play first-person shooter video games on the computer 

network, which was more fun than I could ever let you 

know. At any given time, ten to thirty people would be in 

the lab playing against each other.  However, one kid 

refused to quit playing when the teacher told them to do 

their work and cut the game off.   The kid would lie to her 

and tell her that he stopped.  But every time she came 
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around to check, he was still playing.  Not long after that, a 

new rule was put into school code that no video games 

could be played on the school’s computers.  The freedom 

we had to play games was taken because one individual 

could not control his desire to be entertained.  That was 

just the beginning.  

  We also used to be able to download music to 

listen to while we worked on the computers.  However, 

this freedom would soon be taken too.  Some smart-alecky 

kid downloaded a “music” file of a woman moaning and 

screaming ridiculously perverted noises.  He snuck into the 

computer lab during lunch, pulled the shade down to 

cover the glass window in the door so no one could see 

what he was doing. He went over to the computer, turned 

the volume up full blast, played the “music” file of that 

woman screaming and moaning perverted noises, and 
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snuck out of the lab – and he locked  the lab door  from 

the inside.  

   Students and teachers began to walk by the 

computer lab.  One by one – they stopped in disbelief as to 

what they were hearing going on inside of the lab.  A few 

people tried to bust in the room – but it was locked.  An 

elderly teacher clicked over to that door in her high heels.  

She started beating on the door screaming,  “Who is in 

their having sex!  You stop that right now and open this 

door!”  It took around thirty-five minutes for the janitor to 

get to the lab and unlock the door.  When they discovered 

it was just a “music” file playing on loop, school 

administrators were infuriated.  Immediately after this, a 

new law in the school prohibited students from working 

on computers during lunch and downloading music on the 

computers was prohibited with punishment of expulsion. 

So another freedom was lost because of what one kid 
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thought would be hilarious.  He got all the laughs, but we 

all lost the liberty to get on the computers during lunch 

and listen to music while we worked.    

 The drama of losing the liberty we once had to get 

on the computers, play games and music was a big ordeal 

for the student body.  No matter what we did right, we 

never got the liberty back to do these things.  We also had 

to suffer through some awful lectures on abusing the 

computers.  When all this was happening, I could not help 

but wonder why these kids could not control themselves.  I 

figure you have wondered the same thing about a 

boyfriend or girlfriend who lied about you  and cheated on 

you or even a  friend who betrayed you.  It really does suck 

that people will refuse to control themselves, especially 

when they know their actions destroy relationships and 

abuses freedom.  It’s like something else is in control of 

them all together, and it keeps them from doing the right 
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thing.  I mean think about it ladies.  If your boyfriend or 

husband cheated on you, do you think there wasn’t 

something that was motivating, even controlling, him to 

do it?  Do you think a thief when he breaks into a house 

isn’t controlled or motivated by a great desire for some 

possession? You follow what I’m saying? 

 I bet you know what I’m talking about.  Think about 

when you wanted to do something really bad, but you 

knew if you did, it would have bad consequences.  It was 

like something or someone was telling you to do 

something you didn’t want to do.  Maybe it was that first 

joint you smoked or the first time you lied to your parents.  

It could have been the first time you started looked at 

pornography or picked up a beer to get drunk.  For some it 

was the first time they had their friends tell them to smoke 

a cigarette or the first time your first real crush started 

pressuring for sex.  It’s like there is something trying to 
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control you to do something that is wrong, and another is 

trying to control you to do something that you just think is 

right.  It feels like a hard core scrap, a fight for control over 

what you will do.  

  The Bible speaks of this fight, believe it or not. It is 

a fight between the flesh and the Spirit, and it makes UFC 

look like Sesame Street.  The Bible teaches that these two 

entities constantly fight each other, and man is constantly 

being influenced - to some degree - by one or the other.  

So from a biblical perspective, the question of “Is it God’s 

desire for you to be in bondage” can possibly be answered 

if being in bondage to the flesh or the Spirit can prove to 

provide you with more freedom.  So let’s examine these 

bondage makers, and how they influence your liberty.   
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IV. THE BONDAGE MAKERS: FLESH AND SPIRIT 

 One of the hardest things to believe is that your 

“free will” is not as “free” as you or I would like to believe.  

I’m not denying the fact that you have freedom to choose, 

but I am denying the assumption that “free choice” means 

that you have a will that is free.  What I mean by that is 

that when you choose to do whatever you choose to do, 

your will is in bondage or controlled by another force to 

push you to choose in the manner that it would have you 

to choose.   

 I know that’s a lot to take in. So let me help you out 

with a not so simple example.  Imagine you have to make a 

choice between two movies.  The first we’ll call “Die Really 

Hard.”  The second - we will call “Suck My Blood.”   The 

critics say the first movie is a spectacular ride, while the 

second is dubbed a sappy pornographic romantic tragedy 

about vampires. Now right off the bat, you have an idea 
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about which movie you would rather see. Your will is 

shaped to go watch one movie or the other because of 

your personality and preferences.  Hence, you are free to 

choose, but your will is influenced for you to make a 

certain decision based on the preference of your own 

desires.  Now sometimes, it gets more complicated.   

 Guys, what if your girlfriend was going absolutely 

crazy to watch “Suck My Blood?”  You hate chick-flicks, 

especially the ones about emo vampires. Now, let us say 

that she offers to have sex with you if you watch it.  

Blatantly, your will is being manipulated for you to make 

the decision that SHE wants you to make.  You need to 

know this though. It is not just her that is influencing your 

decision.  It’s her specifically manipulating your desire for 

sex, which stems from your flesh.  At this point, if you tell 

your girlfriend “no,” you also tell your flesh “no.”   
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 Now, what if you are a Christian person, meaning 

you are submissive to the teachings of Jesus, you would 

find it far more difficult to accept your girlfriend’s 

proposition because you know the Bible teaches getting 

the sexual goods from anyone who is not your wife is as 

much adultery before you are married as it is after your 

married.  Now you have another influence in your life, the 

Spirit of God.  The Spirit of God is telling you to deny the 

sex, and also, deny the movie “Suck My Blood” because 

it’s basically an emo vampire movie that promotes violent 

sexual behavior and has a lot of nudity.  Your girlfriend 

then tells you that if you don’t’ go she will break up with 

you.   

 So what started as a simple choice between an 

action flick, “Die Really Hard” and a chick-flick, “Suck My 

Blood,” has escalated enough that you can clearly see the 

battle between flesh and Spirit.  Your flesh is blatantly 
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trying to control you so you will watch “Suck My Blood.” If 

you do choose to watch you will keep your girlfriend.  You 

will also get sex and a movie with a ton of nudity.  Now, 

pal, before you get too excited and say, “Well, heck yeah! 

Let’s watch “Suck My Blood!” you need to return to the 

point at hand.   

 This illustration shows that your will is no longer 

free from influence in this decision - although you are still 

free to choose.  Your will is blatantly being manipulated to 

choose in favor of the flesh, but at the same time, the 

Spirit would be pushing you to break up with the girl 

because she would break up with you, give up virginity, 

and manipulate your free choice just to watch a chick-flick 

about emo vampires.  You are free to choose to submit to 

either influence - which is the exercise of your freedom to 

choose. Yet, your will is not free because your flesh is 

pulling you to do one thing,  while the Spirit is telling you 
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to do another.  It is two forces fighting for you to submit to 

its influence.  I know it is difficult to believe it ,but the 

Bible points this battle out blatantly. 

Galatians 5:17 “For the desires of the flesh 
are against the Spirit, and the desires of 
the Spirit are against the flesh, for these 
are opposed to each other…” 

 

This reference from Galatians shows you that flesh and 

Spirit do not work together but against each other. In 

addition to this, flesh and Spirit constantly fight to control 

your free choice.  At all times, one of them controls the 

decisions you will make.  This happens by thinking about 

things that are consistent with either the nature of the 

flesh or the nature of the Spirit.   

Romans 8:5 “For they that are after the 
flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but 
they that are after the Spirit the things of 
the Spirit.”   

 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rom&c=8&v=5&t=KJV%20/%205
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rom&c=8&v=5&t=KJV%20/%205
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This is basically saying that if you think about the things of 

the flesh, you will  be controlled by the influence of the 

flesh to do whatever the flesh wants.  If you think about 

the things of the Spirit, you will be controlled by the 

influence of the Spirit to do whatever the Spirit wants.   

 Now – if you have paid attention – you can see that 

this is completely in line with our definition of bondage, 

which we defined as being controlled by someone or 

something.  So since God wants you to be free and you are 

constantly in bondage to either flesh or Spirit, you must 

now ask yourself which one would give you more freedom.  

If the Spirit gives more freedom, be assured that God 

would have you be in bondage to the Spirit.  If the flesh 

gives you more freedom, however, it is only logical that 

God would want you to be in bondage to the flesh.  

Therefore, let us examine the benefits and consequences 

of being in bondage to the flesh and the Spirit. 
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V. FLESH FRUIT 

 Ask yourself what your life would be like if you 

lived in complete submission to the desires of your flesh.  

Any time you want sex, you have it.  Any way you want to 

have sex, you do it.  Any time you want to eat, you eat.  

Anything you want to eat, you eat it.  Anytime you get 

angry, you go off.  Any way you want to express your 

anger is just fine.  If you feel it, you can do it.  Whatever 

you want, you can take it.  The life of the flesh is living in 

complete bondage to the desires of the flesh, doing 

whatever your flesh wants, whenever your flesh wants it, 

in whatever way your flesh can get it.  This life appears to 

promise you pure freedom.  

 Think about it.  Anything that you want to do, you 

can do it.  There is no restraint or telling your desires no.  

This is living in full submission to the control of your flesh., 
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and it – again –it appears to promise maximum freedom to 

obtain all the pleasure you will ever desire. 

 Now I want you to think about people who live in 

bondage to their flesh, and think about who they are, 

what they do, and if they add drama to your life or not.   I 

don’t know if you have ever suffered the consequences of 

divorce, be it as a child or as a spouse, but when I have 

counseled people who have had to endure it, I often hear 

the complaint that it was someone’s selfishness that 

caused the whole marriage to break down.  Whether 

someone had an affair or someone stopped being 

considerate to the needs of their spouse – divorce 

happens when someone in the marriage is completely 

focused on their own emotions and deisres and has no 

concern for how their actions are hurting their spouse of 

family.  
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 Now the same thing goes for anyone who has been 

lied to or cheated on.  People who cheat on their 

significant others or business partners usually do it 

because they see something more that their flesh wants, 

and under its control, they fulfill its desire.  This is done at 

the expense of whoever is in a relationship with that 

person.   

 Just think about all the drama people who live in 

bondage to their flesh has caused you.  Living in bondage 

to the flesh requires that you lack self-control, for if you 

control yourself, you control the flesh.  How many times  

have you felt like staying up late and watching a movie but 

knew you had to go to bed because of work or class you 

had early the next morning?  Your flesh lives with no 

respect for discipline, even when discipline would improve 

your quality of life.  If you ever want to get married, you 

know you can’t have sex with every person you meet for 
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the rest of your life because no one would want to be in a 

relationship with someone like that.  Such a person could 

not be trusted.  The first time someone gets on their back 

to get busy, the commitment to one person goes out the 

door. Do you want someone you can trust?  Someone who 

could be a cheater like that? 

 Remember, to ask yourself how much drama 

cheaters cause you?  How much drama do liars who try to 

cover up their cheating cause you?  How much drama does 

a broken heart cause you?  Living in bondage to the flesh 

destroys any hope of having a good relationship, but it 

seems you would have the most freedom, doesn’t it?  

Well, look at what the Bible says comes from the flesh. 

Galatians 5:19-20 “ Now the works of 
the flesh are evident: sexual 
immorality, impurity, sensuality, 
idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, 
jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 
dissensions, divisions, envy, 
drunkenness, orgies, and things like 
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these. I warn you, as I warned you 
before, that those who do such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of God.” 

 

Notice the first work of the flesh pointed out is “sexual 

immorality” or better stated, sex without morality.  It 

means sex with no boundaries. A person who has no 

boundaries to their sex life has no purpose for sex but 

pleasure, which having no boundaries can come from any 

person or anything.  Abortion is most logical to the  person 

who only has sex for pleasure  - not children.  When the 

fleshly desire for sexual pleasure completely takes hold, 

you can end up in the middle of an orgy with things and 

people logic would never recommend. And the STDs 

march into your life like a parade.  But hey, you get 

absolute freedom to satisfy your flesh sexually when you 

live in its control.   
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 The second work of the flesh seen is impurity, 

which refers to a lack of pure character.  A person with no 

character is a person who lies, deceives, and is just 

untrustworthy.  The point is that the flesh would rather lie 

than tell the truth if the lie benefits the flesh. So those 

guys who tell women they aren’t married or just don’t care 

to have sex when they are married would clearly fall into 

such a category.   The flesh does not mind to break 

promises because the only motivation the flesh has is 

convenience and pleasure.  When can you trust someone 

who cannot be trusted? An impure person will deceive you 

for convenience, lie to you or about you for convenience, 

steal for convenience, and break promises for 

convenience.  Now does that sound like someone you 

want to be friends with?   

Next, is sensuality, which is living by the senses or feelings, 

which can be horribly tragic.  Have you ever wanted to kill 
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yourself because of something awful happening to you?  

For me it was a break-up, and death seemed to offer the 

only piece of mind I could find.  The way I felt was 

unbearable, and I had no control over what I was feeling 

because I was so in bondage to my flesh.  It was not 

pleasant.  My feelings were telling me to do something so 

very wrong.  You know what I’m saying? Have you ever 

had feelings get in the way of what is right?  Have you ever 

dated someone that sensually you loved and wanted to be 

with but mentally you knew that person was destroying 

your life?  The flesh pushes you to be sensual and act out 

in your feelings no matter how bad they might be.  

 Both idolatry and sorcery are pretty much living for 

the devil.  You might not think you have much to do with 

that potential from your flesh, but like any of these works 

of the flesh, your experiences in your life condition you to 

express different works in the flesh more than others.  I 
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knew a girl who was raped when she was ten by her 

mother’s boyfriend. Another man raped her in a swimming 

pool and while he was doing it she tried to drown herself 

while he raped her.  He grabbed her by the neck and told 

her that if she didn’t let him finish, he would kill her 

mother.  He told her that she was only good for sex, and 

that was what she was made for.  Her mother told her 

when she grew up to have sex with men just to keep them 

around to meet her needs.   

 Now when I started telling this girl about Jesus, she 

was convinced that the only thing she was good for was to 

be a man’s personal whore.  Even after she was saved, she 

was still more prone to fall back into sexual immorality 

than anyone else I knew.  She also was prone to being 

bitter, angry, and cynical towards men because of how she 

was abused.  These were works of the flesh that she was 

conditioned to perform because of how she was raised.  I 
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say all that to reference the fact that many people are 

conditioned into idolatry (serving other things as God) and 

sorcery (doing the works of the devil) because of how they 

were raised and the experiences they have encountered.  

God hates idolatry because he wants people to put Him 

first and care about Him and the people He cares for. If 

you love God, you respect Him and all that He has created, 

but your flesh has no respect for anyone or anything if it 

does not benefit the flesh, itself.     

 Now in regards to “enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of 

anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy” these are 

probably the works of the flesh that you have had the 

most interaction with.   “Enmity” can be described as the 

feelings between two enemies.  You could compare it to 

the feelings between Bin-Laden and George W. Bush, 

Batman and the Joker, Plankton and Mr.Crabbs.  Yeah. I’m 

just kidding with the last one, but seriously.  “Enmity’ is 
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the blatant hostile emotion between two enemies.  Think 

about someone you have considered to be your enemy, 

someone who tried to fight you or was trying to ruin your 

reputation. “Enmity” is the feeling that causes wars 

because it describes the hostile emotion that drives one to 

fight a war.  How many times have you experienced 

“enmity?”   “Strife” describes the conflict between 

individuals.  Ever had someone tell a lie about you?  Lies 

are from the flesh.  The feeling of anger you had because 

of that lie is strife.  Yeah.  When one person lives in the 

flesh, it can provoke others to live in the flesh.  “Strife” is a 

feeling from the flesh usually caused by others living in the 

flesh.  “Jealousy” is a crock.  Think about a “jealous” 

boyfriend or girlfriend.  If you thought it was crazy for the 

Crocodile Hunter to pick up a snake and hold it to his face, 

you kind of understand how crazy it is to date a jealous 

boy or girl.  “Jealousy” is rooted from another person’s 



38 
  

insecurity and desire for control.  When have you been 

thrilled that your boyfriend, girlfriend, husband, or wife 

has been cheating on you?  When have you enjoyed 

someone who was mad at you for not giving you credit for 

an accomplishment you have had because they wanted it 

to be them?  If  you live in the flesh, you have the freedom 

to not trust anyone and try and get all the good positions 

in life that you think you deserve. 

  What about “fits of anger?”  Have you ever lost 

your temper and done something ridiculously wrong?  

Have you hit someone that you loved?  Tried to kill 

someone?  Spread lies and rumors about a friend who 

backstabbed you? Sabotaged or framed someone else to 

take the fall to get them back for something?  “Fits of 

anger” is when you get really angry about something  and 

you do exactly what you feel like doing.  Now when you 

get angry is that always a good idea, to do exactly what 
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you feel like doing?  I doubt it.  I remember one time this 

kid got mad at me at a football game.  He said he felt like 

kicking my behind, and I told him he was lucky that I didn’t 

fight girls.  Well I wasn’t lucky that he didn’t mind to fight 

me.  He broke my nose, and beat me down pretty bad.  

Anyway, my sister’s boyfriend Chuck had my back.  

Monday at school the kid who beat me up walked in the 

door and came face to face with Chuck and a pile of well 

known scrappers of the county who weren’t too happy 

about the beating he gave me.  Next time I saw that kid, he 

came up and apologized, in different shades of black and 

blue.  I’m not bragging that he got beat down, but if I had 

controlled myself and not talked trash and he had 

controlled himself and not laid the smack down, we all 

would have had a lot less drama.  But, hey, I was living like 

I felt like living. I was living in the flesh.   
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 “Rivalries” aren’t what you’re thinking.  This word 

is better translated as “factions.”  Yeah. Now you know 

what I’m talking about.  You know that group of kids or 

people at work or at church that just seem like they are 

better than everybody else?  When people break up into 

rival groups, it is ultimately because the flesh always wants 

to live in pride.  The flesh likes to feel like you are better 

than someone else. Girls, if you do not know what I’m 

talking about, you must have been home schooled or not 

had much social interaction because this is one is rampant 

in public schools. I knew a girl who acted like this for a 

while. People said she didn’t think her own crap stank.  

She thought her high standards in her religion validated 

her to look down on other people.  She wondered why 

people talked bad about her, but she didn’t realize that 

she was as much in bondage to the flesh looking down on 

other people as the people she looked down on.  She had 
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a “contention” that she was better than them because 

they were alcoholics, druggies, and whore happy folks.  

The reason they lived the way they did was because they 

were in bondage to the flesh.  The reason the stuck up girl 

could look down on them was because she was in bondage 

to the flesh.  This provoked both of them to live in 

bondage to the flesh in “enmity.”  And – most of all – this 

caused tension between them caused a great deal of 

drama. 

 “Dissensions” and “divisions” illustrate how when 

you live in bondage to your flesh unity is impossible.  Ever 

get on a football, softball, or basketball team and there 

was a super star that was in love with themselves?  You’d 

be playing in a game and then that super star’s coach from 

the stands would decide to tell you all the things you 

should be doing.  Yeah.  It’s about impossible to have unity 
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on a team when people are drowning in the shadow of a 

superstar’s fleshly ego or their fan’s fleshly favoritism.  

 Alcohol doesn’t kill people. “Drunkenness” kills 

people.  Alcohol poisoning occurs when you keep drinking 

beyond the point of being severely drunk.  Your friends 

keep pushing you to drink more.  Suddenly, your friends 

become more important that your own health.  Maybe 

you are just trying to get rid of the pain of life and keep 

going until you feel so good that your heart stops. “A 

whiskey lullaby” if you will.  Drinking like this causes more 

drama than you could imagine – for yourself and especially 

those who really love you.  It will hurt them long after it 

has stopped hurting you.  I know this from personal 

experience. 

  On the same note, people get mad about drinking 

and driving, but they seldom get mad about drinking and 

walking.  The reason you can’t drink and drive isn’t 
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because you can’t control the car when you’re drunk but 

that you can’t control yourself when you’re drunk.  The 

flesh loves to feel good though.  It is the love for pleasure 

and the inability of people to control their desire for 

laughter and fun that usually brings them to sacrifice their 

sobriety for a good time.  “Drunkenness” qualifies for 

drugs too. Anytime your sobriety is sacrificed, especially 

for pleasure, it is “drunkenness.”   

 So  if you live in bondage to your flesh, you do what 

your flesh wants. There are no boundaries to fulfilling the 

desires of your flesh.  You are completely free to do 

whatever you want. You have sex with whoever, 

whenever, wherever.  You break promises, cheat, lie, and 

deceive people whenever you want to.  You start fights.  

You start wars.  You hold grudges.  You steal.  You break 

up friendships.  You break up groups of friends and teams.   

You beat people down, and you get beat down.  You live a 
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sensual life of whatever feels good or feels easiest. You 

ruin your sobriety with drugs and alcohol for a good ride.  

And you’re probably thinking that this sounds like an 

episode of Jersey Shore or maybe a party you went to last 

weekend.  Just think about all the drama this kind of crap 

causes though.  You might be doing whatever you feel like 

doing but that doesn’t mean you aren’t causing drama.  In 

fact, it seems this kind of stuff causes more drama. The 

next chapter will show you how this drama from the flesh 

directly affects your liberty. 
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VI. FLLESH – LIBERTY - LAW 

  

 Remember all the drama your flesh causes?  Do 

you remember that living in bondage to your flesh leads 

you to simply do what brings you pleasure in the most 

convenient manner possible?  This kind of life leads you 

have sex in whatever way you want, whenever you want, 

with whoever you want, even if you are in a relationship or 

married.  There are no boundaries to fulfilling its desires 

whatsoever.  You want a car?  It is more convenient to 

steal it than spend years paying it off by working for it.  

You want sexual gratification, but no one is willing?  Why 

not rape someone?  Are you jealous of someone and want 

them to lose a job?  Lie about them.  Are you mad at 

someone because they ruin your life?  It is easier to kill 

them than endure their seeing them have what you want.    
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 This is the mentality of those who are living in 

bondage to the flesh because the flesh doesn’t care how 

the desire is met; only that it is met.  This brings about 

something that directly affects your liberty.  LAW!  Law 

takes away freedom by limiting your ability to act freely 

and do freely.  Law limits liberty.  Law draws the line for 

how far your freedom can go.  Hence, the more law you 

have the less freedom you have to choose for yourself. 

 I bet one of the things you hate about school is the 

fact that they bombard you with rules.  People have that 

ridiculous saying, “rules are made to be broken.”  So you 

just spend your time in detention all day because you 

won’t obey the rules.  Yet, have you ever noticed how 

more rules come about in your school?  Remember in 

chapter III, when I told you about the kid who would not 

stop playing games in computer class?  They made a rule 

banning video games on the computer because the 



47 
  

student would not stop playing the games when he was 

supposed to be doing his homework.  Do you remember 

the kid who went into the computer lab, locked the door, 

and played that music file of that woman screaming with 

celestial sexual pleasure?  We were forbidden from going 

into the computer lab during lunch, as well as forbidden to 

download music anymore.  A rule was implemented 

because someone abused the freedom they once had.  

Again, I emphasize that acts of the flesh is where a need 

for a law comes from.  Laws are almost always given to 

restrain people.  Thus, law = restraint.   Laws forbid you 

freedom to do certain things, think certain thoughts, live 

with a certain mentality. This gradually strips your liberty 

away.  

   For instance, did you know there were few, if any, 

laws about kids taking guns to school before students took 

guns to school at Columbine High School and killed their 
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classmates?  Up until this point, these kids were 

considered trustworthy and safe in what they would bring 

to school.  After this, laws were implemented to restrain 

people from killing, so they didn’t just forbid guns but 

anything that could be used as a weapon.  This is an 

example of behavior producing more laws and more 

restraint. 

 Now if you have more laws and more restraint on 

what you do, what you think, and what you say, are you 

more free?  Think about it.  Have you ever been in a class 

and felt like you couldn’t do anything at all without making 

your teacher mad because the teacher had so many rules?  

Have you ever had a friend who would get offended over 

every little thing?  You ever go to someone’s house, and 

they have more rules to restrain you than Lady GaGa has 

outfits?   You can’t be free to be yourself in these 
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environments because rules limit you from doing what you 

might normally do if you were free to do it. 

  All laws have to do with restraining you to act in a 

certain manner.  Now if you live in bondage to your flesh, 

what do you think this will do to your freedom, in regards 

to producing laws?  The more law the less liberty. 

 Consider that if you cheat on your girlfriend, your 

girlfriend will not want you to hang out with other girls 

because she can’t trust you.  If you steal, you have to have 

laws that say don’t steal.  If you cheat on exams, you have 

laws implemented to stop cheating.  Cell phones, 

Blackberries, laptops have all been forbidden from many 

middle schools, high schools, and even some college 

classrooms because they were been used to cheat so 

much.   

 Now in regards to the Bible and freedom, there are 

ten basic laws that are meant to restrain you from doing 
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certain things and to show that your behavior is bad:  

Exodus 20 gives these commandments but notice the six 

that specifically tell you how to treat other people:  Do not 

steal, Do not murder, Do not lie about people,  Do not 

want things that you can’t have, Do not commit adultery.  

Do not disrespect your parents.  These commandments 

forbid you to do these harmful things against others, in 

spite of the reasoning you might have.  They are forbidden 

because they do others wrong.  I mean do you want 

people to lie about you?  Do you want people to steal from 

you?  Do you want your husband or wife to cheat on you?  

Do you want be dissatisfied with everything in your life 

and wish you had all the things your neighbor has?  Do you 

want someone to kill you?  These commandments are 

direct restrains of what the flesh pushes us to do.  Every 

one of these things was referenced in some fashion in the 
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last chapter because these things come from being in 

bondage to your flesh. 

 The one who lives in bondage to their flesh will find 

themselves with law simply because your flesh has no love 

for others, not even a love for self or God.  It only has a 

love for the satisfaction of its own desires. So being in 

bondage to your flesh inevitably produces more law 

because the flesh seeks pleasure and satisfaction in ways 

hurts the relationships and life of yourself and others.  The 

more law you have, the more your freedom is limited and 

taken.    

 So the more in bondage you are to your flesh, the 

more laws will come into regulate your actions and the 

freedom to choose to do as you please. Still, if you live in 

bondage to your flesh, you can get drunk, high, have sex 

with whoever, whenever (willing or not) , cheat, deceive, 

and a number of other things.  Yet, you can only exercise 
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this freedom for a time because law inevitably comes into 

restrain this behavior.  If you have more laws, do you have 

more freedom?  Heck no.  So if you want freedom, it 

doesn’t look like you can get it by being in bondage to your 

flesh.  Yeah. That sucks. 
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VII. LOVE – LAW - LIBERTY 

 I am sure you have heard of sin, right?  I am 

positive that you have. Britney Spears is singing   “1, 2, 

3…living in sin is the new thing.”  Regardless of what she 

says though, I bet you don’t have any kind of clue as to 

what sin really is. If you did, you might not be too thrilled 

to be “living in sin.”  So an explanation to describe “sin” 

seems necessary. 

1 John 3:4 “…..sin is the transgression of the law.”   

Now here you see that sin is breaking the law.  Now do 

you remember why are laws given?  We have learned that 

the law is given to restrain the flesh from stealing, killing, 

committing adultery, and anything like this.  These deeds 

undermine the relationships and lives of yourself and 

others.  I’m trying to get you to see why God hates sin.  Sin 

is breaking the law, and laws are given to protect people.   
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So effectively, God doesn’t just hate sin because it’s 

breaking the law. The law is supposed to stop people from 

doing other people wrong, so this is ultimately what God 

thinks is sin.  Because lying, stealing, murder, rumors, 

talking trash about Amy behind her back, sleeping with 

anyone willing, getting trashed on the weekend at the 

favored camping spot, and countless other things is 

destructive to yourself and others, God hates these things. 

I will say this again.  Breaking the law is sin, so God hates 

sin because it ignores the intent of the laws to protect 

others, as it is doing actions that hurt yourself, others and, 

even God Himself  

 Being in bondage to your flesh creates more law 

and breaks current laws.  This is because at the expense of 

others and yourself, the flesh pushes you to only do what 

it wants you to do, which makes more law necessary. 

When you ar in bondage to your flesh it makes it 
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impossible for you to be free then because a life lived in 

the flesh will require laws to restrain it.  More laws for all 

bring less freedom for all.   

 This understanding – therefore- implies that the 

only people who could have freedom are people who do 

not need laws to tell them how to act.  So we must ask 

what kind of a person could live to fulfill the law like that.   

The Bible tells you. 

Romans 13:8 “…the one who loves their 
neighbor has fulfilled the law.” 

 

This verse teaches that the law is fulfilled by love. The 

reason loves fulfills the law is stated in the verse that 

comes after it. 

Romans 13:10 “Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of 
the law.” 
 

The reason love fulfills the law is because love never does 

a neighbor wrong.  The law is created to keep wrongs 
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against people from happening.  But you can see that sin – 

a.k.a. breaking the law - shows an individual’s lack of love 

for other people.  So if you are in bondage to the flesh, you 

do not choose to people but choose only to fulfill the 

desires of your flesh.  This brings sin (breaking of the law) 

which brings more law in an effort to stop the breaking of 

the law.  This results with a greater loss of liberty.  

 I’m basically trying to get you to see how living in 

the flesh makes it necessary for you to have laws to 

restrain your free choice – so you don’t hurt people. If you 

have more law, you do not have more liberty. This 

illustrates the spiral of the flesh and its effects on liberty.   

Love, on the other hand, has the opposite effect.  Notice 

another point that Romans makes. 

Romans 13:9 “For the laws, "You shall not 
commit adultery, You shall not murder, 
You shall not steal, You shall not covet," 
and any other commandment, are summed 
up in this word: "You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself." 
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This verse blatantly tells you that if you love your 

neighbor, you will not hurt your neighbor.  The point is 

that if someone loves another you do not have to be told 

what to do and what not to do because love never reveals 

itself in a way that hurts someone else. 

 The next chapter will explore three specific entities 

that you must love to be free from the law. Love for these 

three specific entities ensure that you do not need law to 

tell you what to do.  If you do not need to live by law, you 

have freedom because you are autonomous.  

(Autonomous means self-governing, which is to not need a 

government law to control you.)  So to not need a 

government law and authority to control you ensures that 

you are a free autonomous being that can live life without 

laws.  God reveals these entities in the Matthew 22, and 

you will meet them in the next chapter. 
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VIII. LOVE FOR 3 AND LIBERTY 

 Fulfillment of the law gives you freedom from living 

under the law, and fulfillment of the law is accomplished 

through love.  The three specific entities  that you must 

love to find complete freedom from the law is found in 

Matthew 22:37-29, which states: 

“Love the Lord, your God, with all your 
heart, soul, mind, and strength…. And love 
your neighbor as you love yourself. On 
these two, depend the entire law…” 

  

Although this quotation is only two specific 

commandments, it speaks of love for three specific 

entities:  God, yourself, mankind.  We will explore how 

love for these three inevitably makes you more 

autonomous (self-governing) which makes laws 

unnecessary. This means you have freedom. 
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 As it has already been illustrated, the flesh will do 

what it wants at your expense, your neighbor’s expense, 

and even God’s expense. The flesh is not at all concerned 

for choosing to love. So keep the negative reaction of the 

flesh in mind when reading through these next chapters – 

particularly how it hurts yourself, your neighbors, and 

God.  You will find that the flesh, as shown earlier, will only 

cause you more drama and more law, which takes away 

your freedom.  Love fulfills the law.  The flesh creates law.  

But you cannot be in bondage to love can you?  Read 

through these next there chapters, and then we will deal 

with how to love. 
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IX. THE LIBERTY OF LOVE FOR SELF 

 One of the most ignorant things you will hear 

someone say is that it is wrong to love yourself.  They have 

the idea that loving yourself means giving yourself 

whatever it wants, but that is irrational and illogical.  

Consider how a responsible mother loves her son.  Before 

dinner he walks into the kitchen and demands a box of 

chocolate chip cookies.  Although it would be a tasty treat, 

the mother loves the child enough to know that if he ate 

nothing but chocolate chip cookies, he would become 

horribly unhealthy.  If the Bible teaches “love does no 

wrong…” how can anyone think that if you love yourself it 

means you do whatever your body wants when loving 

your kids does not mean that you will give them whatever 

they want.  The idea of loving yourself originates with 

Jesus who said, “love your neighbor, as you love yourself.”  

This tells you that Jesus had an objective expectation of 
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how each person was to treat their own bodies.  Thus, we 

must examine what it means to “love yourself” and how 

this, too, affects your freedom. 

  

Ephesians 5:28-29 “…husbands should love 
their wives as their own bodies…for no one 
ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and 
cherishes it, just as Christ does the church.” 
 

This scripture shows that a person who loves themselves 

takes care of themselves - “for no one ever hated his own 

flesh but nourishes and cherishes it.”  The idea is that the 

one who loves themselves “nourishes” (which means gives 

needs) and “cherishes” (which means values).  Basically, 

you could sum these up to say that the one who loves 

themselves “provides and protects” for themselves.  This is 

ultimately what a parent desires to train their children up 

to do, and why parents establish rules for their kids.  Think 

about what follows 
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Does a mother get mad when someone hits her child?  Of 

course, she does.  Why does she get mad about this?  

Simply put, she loves her child, and does not want anyone 

to hurt it. However, what if you had a child, and you 

walked into his/her bedroom to tell them goodnight, and 

you saw them cutting their own arm deeply with a knife?  

You would probably be very upset because you love your 

child and want them to be safe. 

 

 Good parents have one goal in mind when they are 

raising their kids.  Good parents want to teach their kids to 

love themselves in the same way that they love them.  

Let’s look at some examples of this concept.  

  Have your parents ever told you to drive slowly?  

Why do you think they tell you to do that?  They want you 

to be safe. 
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 Have your parents ever told you they didn’t like a 

certain boy or girl because they didn’t think they were very 

good for you?  Do you think they simply didn’t want you to 

have friends or that they just wanted you to have good 

friends who would protect and love you like they do. 

 

 Have your parents ever told you not to get drunk, 

smoke, or do drugs?  Do you think they wanted to take the 

fun out of your life or that they just wanted you to always 

have a clear mind so you could make good decisions and 

not have to regret a night out with your friends? 

 

 Has your parents ever told you to control your 

temper?  Do you think they wanted you to simply suffer 

the way you feel or that they simply didn’t want you to 

jump needlessly into fights that could get you jailed up? 
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 Have your parents ever forced you to go to bed 

before you wanted to?  Do you think they wanted you to 

miss out on the exciting night life or just train you to give 

your body rest after you have used it all day long? 

 

 Have your parents ever made you cook, clean, do 

laundry, get a job, iron your clothes, save up money, cut 

the grass, and tons of other chores you hate?  Do you 

think they want to use you for free labor or train you to 

know how to present yourself and your home in a manner 

that people respect? 

 

 All these points illustrate that good parents want to 

train their children to love themselves the way they love 

them.  If a parent trains their kids to love themselves, their 

kids aren’t reckless with their lives.  They don’t screw 
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around with alcohol and drugs and whatever else might 

undermine their life.   

 

 Now all this fits together in understanding how you 

should love your neighbor. Every person on planet Earth 

matters.  Each person who lives should have been trained 

by their parents to love themselves in the manner we have 

just explored.  This love, as Ephesians 5:28-29 said, 

provides and protects.   What I’m trying to get you to see 

is that if you care about yourself you protect and provide 

for yourself physically, mentally, and emotionally.  You do 

not want to do anything to destroy your body, mind, or 

heart.  If you value something, you do not let just anything 

or anyone mess around with it.  You protect it and provide 

for it.  This kind of love makes laws purposed to stop bad 

personal behavior absolutely pointless.    
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 Consider how substance abuse would be stopped if 

people practiced an objective love for themselves.  

Alcohol, drugs, and the like give people a high by 

manipulating their bodies by overloading their liver, blood-

stream, and brain with substances that keep it from 

functioning healthily.  If you love yourself, you do not do 

anything to undermine your own health – even if it was for 

the sake of pleasure.  I wish I had learned this early in life – 

myself.  

 When I was 18 years old,  I got up early one 

morning before school and met up with some buddies of 

mine.  Within a few hours, I had done some major damage 

to my liver by drinking a 5th of hard liquor on an empty 

stomach – in  about a 20 minute period. I didn’t care about 

myself at all when I did this.  All I cared about at the time 

was trying to show off and prove myself to be the guy who 

could hold his liquor.  The only thing I held onto was the 



67 
  

principal’s trash can when I was passed out in my own 

vomit busted at school.   

 Clearly, a person who values their life will not 

choose to do things that they know will destroy it. Even 

now, Congress is considering laws to limit the amount of 

fatty foods people can have.  Do you need a law to tell you 

to not eat 17 Fat Mama Burgers if you love yourself?  If 

you care about yourself, do you really need a law to forbid 

you from eating 20 deep-fried Twinkies at the state fair?  It 

is simple – once you get it. If you love yourself, you don’t 

need laws to forbid you from choosing things that are 

dangerous for you.  If you want to live, you don’t need a 

law that forbids you from cutting your own head off with a 

chainsaw.  Laws to limit personal choice are usually 

purposed to take away the option to use or abuse 

substances that can be harmful to your own health.  Yet, if 

you just love yourself, you don’t need laws to tell you what 
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you can and can’t do.  You are free to live life because 

choosing to love makes you responsible enough to not 

abuse your freedom to destroy your life, which means that 

no laws would need to be introduced.   

 I wish I had enough time and space to go down 

through the thousands of different issues that you are 

dealing with, but among them - I do want to point out 

relationships very quickly.  If you are sexually active and 

not married, you aren’t just sexually active, you are 

destructively active.  If you love yourself, you want your 

body to be respected.  Rental cars aren’t respected 

because you don’t have to take them home and keep 

them.  The car you buy is the car you baby. Listen.  If a 

person won’t commit their life to you, don’t be their rental 

hoe.  “Rental” by definition means for a time.  A definition 

of prostitution is trading sex for a good or convenience.  
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Monetary prostitutes trade sex for money.  Emotional 

prostitutes will trade sex for company.   

 If you love yourself, you will want a relationship 

with someone who loves you no matter how you look, but 

the only way to do that is to stop trying to attract 

someone solely by how you look  by flaunting your goods.  

Ladies, if you love yourself, you want a guy who will love 

you for who you are.  Yet, if you are looking for a guy who 

will love you for who you are, you will not attract such a 

man by flaunting what you are in his face.  If you want a 

pervert, show your assets.  If you want a man of character, 

show your kindness, compassion, and honesty.   Hence, 

your cleavage does not need to be hitting your chin. When 

your breasts are showing, a guy does not care what you 

are talking about.  When you do that you attract perverts 

that you will regret dating, if not for the way he treats you, 

it will be the STD he could force on you. If you love 
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yourself, you do not need your parents or friends to tell 

you who to date, as well as not to have sex outside of 

marriage (before or after) because it gives your spouse 

very unfriendly competition when you are married, and 

ultimately, puts more baggage on your relationship than 

you would probably prefer.  If you love yourself, save 

yourself for the one who won’t settle for anyone else but 

you for the rest of their life.  They will love you the way a 

good parent would want you to be loved. 

 

 Alright.  Back to task.  If you love yourself, you 

don’t need laws to tell you what you can and can’t do, who 

to be friends with or not to be friend with, what to eat and 

drink and what not to eat and drink, what kind of music to 

listen to and what kind of music not to listen to, what 

kinds of movies to watch, what kinds of movies not to 

watch, and the list goes on and on and on. Your life is 



71 
  

going to be full of choices.   By loving yourself, there is no 

need to provide laws that will limit your choices on how to 

treat yourself because your love for yourself would protect 

you from doing things that would hurt you, be it physically 

or reputably.  For this reason, you are autonomous or 

absolutely free to govern yourself.  Laws, government, and 

most of all, parents will trust individuals who love 

themselves not to do things they would normally have to 

prohibit. Hence, love for self provides you maximum 

freedom of choice, while ensuring the protection and 

production of the individual. 
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X. THE LIBERTY OF LOVE FOR OTHERS 

 

 If you love your neighbor in the same way you love 

yourself, you will not need laws to tell you how to treat 

your neighbor. To show this, we will revisit Jesus’ 

statement for you to “love your neighbor as you love 

yourself.”  The term “neighbor” here is used to refer to 

mankind in general.  Jesus also taught to “love your 

enemies.” This covers the entire world of man.  

 Now remember that to love your neighbor as 

yourself, you have to love yourself in a proper way. We 

showed early on that scripture implies that the one who 

loves themselves does not “hate themselves, but 

nourishes and cherishes” themselves.  Effectively, this 

means that love does not hate but provides for and 

protects the object of its affection.  This also illustrates the 

manner in which you should love your neighbor. 
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 Now ladies, if a guy says “I love you” then steals 

from you, cheats on you, lies about you, slaps you, talks 

about you, rapes you, starts arguments with you, and 

whatever else you can imagine, would you honestly think 

this guy loves you?  It should be unnecessary for a girl to 

provide her boyfriend with laws not to steal, lie, hit, rape, 

and the like if the guy loves her because it is assumed he 

would not do these things if he actually does. 

  What is important to understand is that these 

things are not just wrong in relationships but are wrong in 

general.  No one wants anyone to lie about or to them, 

steal from them, murder or abuse them, rape them, or 

cuss them out.  Yet, if you do not have respect for your 

neighbor, you can do every one of these things. I mean 

have you ever lied about someone you know?  Have you 

ever talked about them behind their back?  Have you ever 

started a fight with them or cussed them out?  The reason 
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you can do these things and feel like it is okay is because 

you will say that they have done something to provoke 

you to act like that.  Here’s the problem though.  Actions 

like this create drama that you really don’t like, but most 

of all, these actions are what laws are designed to stop.  

Think about all the laws that deal with dishonesty, 

disrespect, and fighting.  Love is not dishonest. It is not 

disrespectful.  It does not start fights.  Now before you 

start whining about fighting let me talk to you about it. 

 If you love yourself, you should protect yourself 

from things and people who are hostile to you. However,, 

this does not provide you a justification to rip your ex-

boyfriend’s eye balls out and go putt-putt with them.  If 

someone attacks you and you hit them back, this is 

revenge, not self-defense.  Self-defense is protective in 

nature.  Self-defense only seeks to incapacitate the hostile 

threat.  Let’s say you’re married and your wife tries to hit 
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you.  Now if you loved her, you would not try to hit her 

back although your flesh would push you to.  The same 

logic should be used when you are insulted by your wife.  

Insults are attacks on one’s mental and emotional stability, 

while a kick to the face is an attack on one’s physical 

stability. It is important to understand that if you love 

someone you should never want to damage their 

emotional, mental, or physical stability, even if they seek 

to damage yours.   So while you should protect yourself 

from someone who seeks to destroy you physically, 

emotionally, or mentally, you understand that protection 

does not mean you can attack them.  There is a difference 

between protecting America from terrorists and attacking 

terrorists to avenge America.  Revenge always causes 

more drama and less liberty, because anytime someone 

does another person wrong, liberty must be restricted 

with more laws.  Hence, love for a neighbor, even in the 
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midst of a heated disagreement, does not do wrong to a 

neighbor.  If you can be trusted to never intentionally do 

harm to your neighbor, you have maximum liberty 

because you don’t’ need laws to tell you how to treat your 

neighbor.   

 Additionally – because Jesus has said to even love 

your enemies – he is making it very clear that you choose 

to love your neighbor regardless of how you feel about 

them.  This means that you choose to not hurt them – but 

protect and provide for them – not because of your 

present circumstance and emotions but even in spite of 

them.  This is the greatest empowerment to your liberty 

because it is how individuals treat their neighbor that is 

the basis for the government to create laws to protect the 

people.  When individuals can live in peace with one 

another and be trusted not to hurt each other – in spite of 

their emotions and circumstances – mankind can be at 
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peace.  It is only when men let their emotions and 

circumstances justify a decision to hurt their neighbor that 

laws are introduced by the government.  So the more 

willing you are to choose to love your neighbor in spite of 

emotions and circumstances, the more likely it is that the 

government will not create laws to tell you what you can 

and cannot do for or to your neighbor.   
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XI. LIBERTY FROM A LOVE FOR GOD 

 One of the funniest things I have ever witnessed is 

how a guy or girl will become infatuated with another guy 

or girl, and become obsessed with how fantastic that 

person is.  You know what I’m talking about?  Everything 

the person they are obsessed with is wonderful, and you 

had better not talk bad about them in anyway.  If that 

person paints, they are more they won’t shut up about 

how great they think it is.  If that person races cars, they’ll 

make Dale Jr and Jeff Gordon’s racing skills look like they 

were driving toy cars on the playground.  Everything they 

do is better than what anyone else does.    

 Now if you have ever dealt with someone like this, 

you will know that if you say anything bad about the one 

they love, you will get told off.  Because of love, everything 

that anyone might say or do against their beloved, be it his 

talents, creations, or character, is rebuked and corrected.  
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With this idea of love on your mind, I want you to think 

about how the world might be if everyone loved God in 

this manner. 

  

Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning, God created 
the Heavens and the Earth…” 

 

The bases were loaded, and it was a full count in the 9th 

inning of the ball game. The kid in right field is picking his 

nose, enjoying its delicacies instead of paying attention.   

 The center-fielder yells over “Artie, get ready! Are 

you paying attention?”    

 Artie responds, “Look, fart face, I’ll cover my field.  

You cover yours.  I don’t tell you how to act like a moron 

so don’t you tell me how to cover my field.”  Artie 

continues to dig for slimy treasure. 

 The center-fielder, disgusted by Artie’s rude 

response, as well as his ego, threatens Artie.  “If you blow 
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this game, I’m going to rip your nose off, then you’ll 

starve.”  Artie ignored him though, as he was distracted by  

the task at hand. 

 A loud crack of the bat is heard.  The center-fielder 

sees the ball flying high into the sun.  His eyes adjust 

briefly before he sees that is heading towards Artie who is 

chewing on his finger savoring some gooey goodness.  

“Artie!!! The ball!!! Catch the ball!!!”  Artie looks up but is 

blinded by the sun.  Afraid the ball will hit him, he 

crouches to the ground in a ball.  The center-fielder 

screams confused by his behavior, “Get up!!! What are 

you doing?”   

 Suddenly the thump of the ball hitting the grass is 

heard.  Artie picks his head up and sees the ball rolling 

swiftly to the fence.  He jumps up to run as fast as he can.  

He runs hard into the fence.  Sees the ball nestled 

underneath.  He leans over, grips it tight, looks to home-
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plate, cocks his arm back preparing to throw, but realizes 

the game is already over.  Artie looks up, “this is a stupid 

game anyway.” 

 The center-fielder is staring at Artie in disbelief.  

“You are a jerk.  You ruined it for everyone.  I told you to 

pay attention.” The center-fielder continues to lecture 

Artie in frustration, but then Artie does something 

unexpected….. He flips the center-fielder off.   

 The center-fielder becomes enraged. “What did 

you do crap-hole?” Without missing a beat, Artie says, 

“that’s not what your mom calls me.” 

 The center-fielder begins running at Artie as hard 

as he can.  Artie begins to run to the dug-out.  When Artie 

makes it to the infield, he tries to look over his shoulder to 

see where the center-fielder is.  Before Artie’s chin even 

meets his shoulder, the center-fielder spears him into the 

ground.  The center-fielder jumps on top of Artie and 
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begins to slap him in the face with his baseball glove telling 

him to take it back.  This is where Artie’s mom comes in. 

 Artie’s mother appears suddenly, as she jumps 

over the bleachers screaming, “Let my baby alone!!!”  

Grabbing the center-fielder by the legs, she flings him over 

to first base. “I don’t care what you did, Artie. No one but 

me is going to give you your punishment.” 

 Now everyone who watching saw what happened. 

Artie missed the ball because he wasn’t paying attention 

and was mocking the other kid for trying to help him out.  

Artie flips him off and insults him, which provokes the 

center-fielder to retaliate against him.  Yet, the mother still 

protected him because Artie was still her “baby.” 

 You are probably wondering what the heck this has 

to do with God creating the world and love.  Well, this 

ridiculous story gives you an idea of God’s love for the 

world He has created.  John 3:16 teaches that God loves 
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the world, and probably to your disappointment, this 

includes everyone and everything in it. We know that the 

world is sinful, but yet, God still loves mankind enough to 

die for them, even though they are doing evil things. 

 My point is this.  Mothers will still get mad at 

anyone who talks and tries to abuse their children, even if 

their children are self-centered brats that make everyone 

else’s life miserable.  In the same way, God loves the 

world, in spite of all that they do wrong.  Just like the 

mother, God says, “No one but me is going to give you 

your punishment.”  What is important here though is that 

you understand that God has a special relationship to the 

world He has created.   

 

Colossians 1:16 “…all things were created 
by Him for Him.” 
 



84 
  

This verse tells you that when God created the Heavens 

and the Earth and everyone and everything in them, He 

did so “for Him.”  This means He did it for His own 

pleasure. 

 Now have you ever built a sand-castle at the 

beach?  You usually do it for your own pleasure. You build 

it, and you are proud of it.  While you are looking at it, 

however, a guy comes buy and says, “I hate white-sand 

castles!  Black sand castles are better!”  He then kicks it 

over in Godzilla-like fashion.  You probably could care less 

if the sandcastle was offensive to him because it was YOUR 

sandcastle.  He had no right to knock it over.  So you then 

pick up a Jelly-fish and throw it his un-suspecting face. 

 Why another random illustration?  Simple.  When 

you build something for yourself, it might not be want 

someone else wants it to be and it might be offensive and 

rude.  However, it is still yours, which means no one else 
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has a right to tear it down.  You love your work, and if 

anyone is going to destroy it, it will be you.  You created it 

for you, and no one else.  This is similar to the mother 

defending her ridiculously rude son.  If you love something 

you have made or someone you gave life to, no one else 

has a right to destroy it, no matter what kind of wrong 

they feel has been thrust upon them.  Therefore, I want 

you to see that God has created the world for Himself, and 

although the world might not always be exactly full of nice 

places and nice people, all are God’s creations and all were 

created for Him.  If they fail Him, it is his responsibility to 

deal with the failure not yours. 

 Now, let’s return to the original thought of this 

section.  Remember how an obsessed girlfriend will 

defend and protect everything the boyfriend does and has 

made, if anyone says anything wrong about it or does 
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anything wrong to it?  If such love for God existed, 

consider the grand implications. 

 If you loved God in such a manner, you will defend 

and respect everything and everyone he has created, just 

as an obsessed girlfriend does over her boyfriend’s vain 

little accomplishments and then implications this brings to 

your freedom is far-reaching. 

 If God created the Earth, you will respect and 

protect it because you enjoy the beauty He has made and 

do not want to destroy it.  This makes pollution and 

environmental laws completely unnecessary.  This gives 

you freedom in the environment 

 If God created and loves mankind, in spite of any 

single one of them might do to you, you will always treat 

them with respect.  You won’t do this because they 

deserve it.  You will respect them because the one you 

love also loves them, and to respect the one you love, you 
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must also respect the one your beloved loves.  This makes 

laws on how to treat other people unnecessary. This gives 

you freedom in your relationships. 

 If you just take a moment and think about how 

much better the world would be if everyone loved God in 

this manner, you would see a world free from war, anger, 

and resentment.  You would see a world full of people who 

can be trusted with freedom and liberty, for there 

opportunity to do whatever they wanted would be 

restrained by their love for the God who created them.  

The world would be a place of peace.   There would be no 

need for laws to control bad behavior, because any 

behavior against God and what He has created for Himself 

would be rejected and restrained because love would 

forbid it.  Thus, if one loves God, one respects everything 

and everyone He has made.  This doesn’t mean they will 

always enjoy a tornado or appreciate the jerk who cut 
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them off in traffic.  It simply means that love would not 

disrespect what God has created for Himself.  Hence, love 

respects all that God has created, not because it is always 

pleasant, but because it is simply God’s. 

Love for God provides maximum freedom because you 

don’t need laws to tell you how to respect and protect 

what God has created, even if it is rather inconvenient for 

you to do.  And the next chapter will show you how 

inconvenient love can be. 
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XII. FLESH DON’T LOVE 

 

 One of the most famous descriptions of love is 

found in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

“Love is patient and kind; love does not 
envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not 
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at 
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 
Love bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. Love 
never fails.” 
 

When do you need to be patient?  The time to be patient 

is when your flesh is getting impatient.  When do you need 

to be kind?  The time you need to be reminded to be kind 

is when your flesh is being provoked to not be kind.  When 

do you need to be told not to envy?  The time you need to 

resist envying is when your flesh feels like it does not have 

enough.  When do you need to be told not to boast or 

brag?  The time when you have to be told not to boast or 
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brag is when your flesh becomes proud of what you have 

done?  

 I could do this little exercise for a while.  My point 

is that when the flesh is provoked it usually becomes 

impatient and unkind.  It will envy, boast, be rude and 

arrogant.  It will throw a fit insisting on its own way.  It is 

easily irritated and will be resentful.  It will laugh and 

rejoice when someone is done wrong, even if its lies.  The 

flesh will not endure hard times because the hard times 

are what provokes the flesh to give up and leave.  The 

flesh will hold a grudge if it has been lied to and won’t 

trust an individual or hope that individual can become 

better.  The flesh always fails you.   

 

I’m trying to get you to see that often times we live in 

bondage to the flesh being impatient, rude, irritable, 

angry, and resentful.  We will hold a record of wrongs 
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against our friends, family members, and our enemies.  

Yet, every bit of this mentality elicits more law and more 

control over your behavior.  It is impossible for the 

bondage of the flesh to give you more freedom because 

the reaction of the flesh always causes you more drama 

and more law.     

 

 Here’s where we will start to tie everything 

together.  If you look at how love is defined here, it seems 

nearly impossible to always be patient, kind, and 

everything else that is mentioned, especially when it is 

inconvenient for you.  How do you love like this?  How 

could you love yourself, your neighbor, and most of all, 

God like this?  The one who loves like this is absolutely 

free simply because this kind of love never does anything 

that needs to have a law against it.  So if you want 
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maximum freedom, minimum drama, you would have to 

love in a manner that seems absolutely impossible.  

  This is where we return to our original question: 

“Is it God’s desire for you to be in bondage to anyone or 

anything?”   We determined that this question could only 

be answered in light of the fact that God wants mankind to 

be free.  Thus, the only way God would desire us to be in 

bondage is if bondage actually made us more free.  We 

learned that the flesh creates more law, which necessarily 

implies that we have less freedom because we have rules 

telling us what we can do and what we cannot do.  We 

learned that laws are designed to show you how your flesh 

is doing people, yourself, and God wrong. Being in 

bondage to your flesh breaks laws which is sin and creates 

laws which takes away freedom.  The only way to have 

freedom is to live in such a way that you would not need 

laws.  So we learned that “love fulfills the law because love 
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does no wrong.”  Loving yourself, your neighbor, and God 

promises maximum liberty and freedom, as you would be 

autonomous / self-governing.  You would control yourself.  

Thus, in regards to the original question and knowing that 

God wants you to be free, it seems He would want you to 

love.  Bondage to the flesh does not love, as it does people 

wrong and causes more laws.    Here is where everything 

can come together.  
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XIII. LIBERTY BY THE SPIRIT 

 

Alright, drama queens.  We’ll see how serious you are 

about wanting a life of minimum drama and maximum 

freedom.  Bondage to the flesh incites drama, creates 

laws, and ruins liberty.  We know we can’t be free and live 

in bondage to the flesh.  Now we will see what the Bible 

says being in bondage to the Spirit is like: 

Gal. 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no 
law” 
 

The first thing you learn about being in bondage to the 

Spirit is that “the fruit of the Spirit is love.”  Is it starting to 

make sense now? 

 

We know that love is the fulfillment of the law. More so, 

notice that “joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
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faithfulness, gentleness, (and) self-control” are all 

characteristics that root from love, as 1 Corinthians 13 

showed us earlier.  No one wants to outlaw patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, (or) self-

control. In fact, this is what you probably want you want 

from your friends and family.  In contrast though, you 

would love to outlaw their impatience, rudeness, 

unfaithfulness, harshness, and failure to control their 

anger. Laws are only necessary when they have to stop 

someone from doing something bad.  They never should 

be introduced to stop someone from doing something 

good.  This is why scripture says “…against such things 

there is no law.”  The Spirit promotes love.  The flesh 

promotes law.  The Spirit is love, but the flesh is law.  This 

is why the Spirit brings liberty and the flesh takes liberty.   
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So let’s make it plain. 

  

 To not need a law is to be autonomous and self-
governing. 
 

 If you are self-governing, you are free 

  Love makes you self-governing 

  Being in bondage to the Spirit causes you to love. 

  Therefore, being in the bondage to the Spirit 

makes you free.  
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XIV. HOW TO BE IN BONDAGE TO THE SPIRIT 

 

 I need to tell you a bit of history very quickly. When 

Jesus Christ died on the cross 2,000 years ago, it was due 

to the fact that he claimed to be God.  He did miracles like 

healing the sick, the lame, the hurting, and raised people 

from the dead to show the power of God. He taught 

people and forgave sins to show the authority of God.  He 

did these things to show His people that God sent Him to 

save them.    This infuriated the religious leaders who did 

not think they needed to be saved. So they planned to kill 

him.  They grabbed Jesus in the night; they chained him 

up, and took Him to the governor whom they lied to so 

they could ensure that Jesus got the death penalty.  Jesus 

was sentenced to a severe beating and crucifixion.  Jesus 

was killed because He claimed to be God.  Yet, today we 

worship Jesus because He proved He was God. When Jesus 
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came back to life after He was dead, it terrified a lot of 

people.  Scourging and crucifixion were brutal.  Jesus was 

obviously a dead man.  I mean it was Roman soldiers who 

were charged to scourge and hang him on a cross. And I 

imagine these soldiers knew how to kill a man.  If these 

soldiers took Christ off the cross before he was dead, they 

would have been killed for not obeying direct orders.  

Before they took Jesus down off the cross, they stabbed 

Jesus just to make sure He was dead.  Jesus was proven to 

be dead by these Roman soldiers and the Roman Governor 

Pilate.  When Jesus came back alive, it was a shocking 

revelation that He was who He said He was, God. The 

resurrection of Jesus proved to the world that Jesus was 

God.  If Jesus was God, everything He taught was true.   

 The main thing that Jesus taught was that He came 

to set you free.  Free from what?  Well, remember how we 

were talking about how God loves the world.  Remember 
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how a mother will protect her son, even if her son does 

not deserve it?  God loves everyone in the world, but we 

have not really loved each other. This directly affects our 

liberty.   

 Let’s say that you and your brother are sitting 

down for dinner.  Your brother looks over to you and says 

you’re a fat lying whore. Your mother looks up, but then 

looks at her plate.  You get mad take a knife and stab him 

in the hand.  Your mother looks up, but then goes about 

her dinner.  Then you get frustrated with all the drama and 

say, “I can’t stand to live.” You pull out a knife to cut your 

neck.  Your brother responds, “….more oxygen for me.”  

All the while your mother has shown very little interest.   

 Would you say that this mother loves her kids?  

Heck no.  However, this is how we often expect God to 

treat us.  Remember that the law was given to expose how 

bad we treat one another and God, as well as ensure that 
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these things are illegal.  When you break the law it is sin.  

Remember, this is why God hates sin.  If God loves Bob 

and you lie about Bob, steal from Bob, talk about Bob, and 

rape Bob, you would expect God to be very upset with 

what you have done against Bob.  God is perfect, but a 

mother is still imperfect.  Think about how a mother would 

not let you get away with that if Bob was her child.  Yet, 

people often think that if God exists, he won’t remember 

what you’ve done.  

  On the same note, God just doesn’t love those 

people you have wronged; He also loves you, in spite of 

what you have done against others, yourself, and Him.  

This is why Jesus died on the cross.  He wanted to give you 

a clean slate and a new ability to live without breaking the 

law to sin.  Jesus died on the cross to receive the 

punishment you deserve for how you have treated 

yourself, your neighbor, and God so you would not have to 
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endure the wrath of God when you die and face God for 

judgment.  

  Now before you say, “Why would God judge me if 

He loves me?” Well, if God did not judge you for hurting 

yourself, your neighbor, and God, it would appear that 

God does not care about you, the world, or anyone else 

for that matter.  If God did not love you, He would not 

judge what others have done against you.  If God did not 

love your neighbor, He would not judge what you have 

done against your friends, family, and yes, even your 

enemies.  If God did not care about Himself, He would not 

care how you have treated Him and what He has created. 

Everything you have done against yourself has been done 

to God’s sorrow because He loves you.  Everything you 

have done against your neighbor has been done to God’s 

sorrow because He loves them too.  The love of God 

necessarily implies the wrath of God, because if God does 
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nothing to right all the wrongs that you and others have 

done, it clearly demands that He does not love you.  Yet, 

scripture blatantly tells you that God loves you, and that 

love is the primary reason He will judge you but at the 

same time, it is also the primary reason He will save you.   

 Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is the guarantee 

from God that you will be forgiven for what you have done 

in this life if you trust Him to be your Savior and Lord, 

which means you will follow His teachings.  Jesus’ 

teachings aren’t hard to remember.  Love God, Love 

yourself, and Love your neighbor.  By following the 

teachings of Christ, you understand why sin is wrong and 

why God will judge it.  Turning away from the bondage of 

the flesh, you rely on Christ to teach you to love.  Jesus 

taught than when you accept Him as Lord and Savior, He 

will not only save you from all the wrongs you will have 

done in this life but also send you the Spirit of God that 
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you would submit yourself to its leadership, as He teaches 

you to love yourself, your neighbor, and Him.  When you 

live in bondage to the Spirit, you won’t need laws anymore 

to prohibit your behavior.  You will be completely 

autonomous and self-governing.  You will not need laws to 

control you because the Spirit of God will guide you. 

  

 So in conclusion, I want to remind you that the 

whole reason I wrote this little manual for freedom is 

because teenagers and college students are constantly 

complaining about the drama and sorrow of life.  I hear 

them talking about how they want to be free from it all, 

and they wish they knew what to do.  Well, if you are in 

bondage to your flesh, you live to please yourself.  This will 

only make more drama and more law, which means you 

will have less freedom in your life.  If you live in bondage 

to the Spirit, you live to love.  This inevitably stops tons of 
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drama, while simultaneously making laws unnecessary. 

Hence, if you live in bondage to the flesh, you will never be 

free.  Yet, if you live in bondage to the Spirit, you will 

always be free. I guess this is why the following was 

written nearly 2,000 years ago by a follower of Jesus: 

 

2 Cor. 3:17 “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty.” 
 

If you want freedom, you want the Spirit, for it leads you 

to live in love.  If you want the Spirit, you want Jesus 

because Jesus died so that you could be free from your sin 

and be empowered to not sin in the future by being led by 

the Spirit.   

 

  If you choose to continue to truck it out with your 

flesh, I do hope you find some form of peace and 

happiness in this life before you face his loving judgment 
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in the next.  For the love of God waits patiently to save you 

in this life from what you have done against yourself, your 

neighbor, and God , so that the wrath of God in the next 

life might not give you the punishment that love for the 

offended demands they deserve.  

 

 

 


